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The Frog Fiancée
Austria

A poor widow wanted to leave her possessions to one of her three sons as they were too few to split into three. Yet she loved all three of them, and in order not to have to choose one, she gave each of them a bundle of flax (a plant used for weaving) and said: “Whoever brings me back the most beautifully spun yarn will get the house and my other possessions.” The three brothers left the house and went off into the wide world.
The youngest one was very sad to leave his mother. When he reached a dark forest he felt even sadder. He came to a lake and walked around it, looking for a way. Near the lake there were many frogs. Suddenly a big frog jumped in front of him. “Don’t be afraid of me,” said the frog, and asked why he was so sad. The young man told the frog everything about his concerns. The frog took the flax, jumped into the lake and soon came out with the yarn spun. The young man thanked the frog and was about to go back home when the frog told him he should come to the lake again later. He would find a golden cane by the lake. He was to pick it up, strike the frog three times and after that strike the water three times. Having said this, the frog disappeared into the lake.
When the youngest son went back to his mother’s house with the beautiful yarn, his brothers were already waiting for him. His yarn was really the most beautiful and he inherited the small house and the other possessions of their mother. His brothers were not at all satisfied. The young man didn’t stay home. He went quickly back to the lake and found the golden cane there. When he picked it up, the frog appeared in front of him. The young man struck the frog three times and at that very moment it changed into a beautiful girl dressed in a silver dress. Then the young man struck the lake’s surface three times and all of a sudden it turned into a castle with blossoming meadows around it, where hundreds of sheep and cows were grazing. 
The young man thought he was dreaming but the girl took him by the hand and led him to the castle. There, countless servants, shepherds and hunters came to meet them and thank their rescuer. A bad witch had enchanted the castle and its inhabitants 300 years ago. 
Then the youngest son married the girl. He invited his mother and his brothers to the wedding and gave his brothers the house and a lot of money, and everyone lived in peace and joy ever after. Nobody knows where all this happened and where this lake was. What is known is that all this happened in northern Tirol.
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