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The Lion, the Stork, and the Ant

Austria

A poor widow lived with her son Hans in a forest. But the son wanted to see the world. His mother couldn’t stop him and he left the house.
While walking through a forest, all of a sudden he heard a terrible howling. “I have to see what it is!” thought Hans and ran to see what was going on. How surprised he was to find a lion, a stork, and an ant quarrelling over a dead horse! The three animals asked him to solve their problem. Hans didn’t need to think long. He decided to give the lion the meat, the stork the bones and the ant the skull. The animals were very pleased with this and thanked him. 


- My friend, said the lion, I would like to thank you, and I can not say goodbye without rewarding you. So, whenever you say “Hans, the Lion,” you will become seven times stronger than the strongest lion.
- I also would like to thank you, said the stork. Whenever you say “Hans, the Stork,” you will fly seven times higher than the strongest bird.
Then the ant stepped forward and said: 
- My good friend, I would like to thank you too. Whenever you say “Hans, the Ant,” you will get seven times smaller than the smallest ant.
Hans said goodbye to the animals and continued his way through the forest. Little by little the forest became thinner and soon the young man came out of it. Then he saw a town. Coming closer, he noticed that all the houses were covered in black and the inhabitants wore black clothes. He asked what had happened and a man told him: “A three-headed dragon has kidnapped the lovely daughter of our king and keeps her prisoner in a castle far way from here. Nobody can rescue her.”
Hans asked where the castle was and went that way to save the princess. He walked for several days, until he reached the hill on whose top was the dragon’s castle. But it was impossible to climb the hill – it was steep, shiny and slippery as if smeared with oil. Hans stopped and started thinking what to do. Suddenly, he remembered what the three animals had promised. He said to himself “Hans, the Stork.” All of a sudden he was transformed into a stork and flew to the top of the hill. But the door of the castle was locked and nobody would open it. Then the young man said “Hans, the Ant,” and in no time he was transformed into the smallest ant. Through a hole in the door he entered the castle.
Once in the castle, he became again the young man that he was and started going round the rooms of the huge building. All of a sudden a small old man with a very long beard appeared in front of him. 

- What are you looking for, young man? Asked the old man.
- I want to rescue the king’s daughter, answered Hans.

- It’s not that easy, said the old man. A terrible dragon keeps her prisoner and sleeps by her lap.
But Hans was not afraid. He asked where he could find a sword. The old man showed him the way.
- Go to the armoury, he said. There you will find a sword you could hardly pick up. Take it.
Hans went up to the armoury and selected the biggest and strongest sword, but he could hardly pick it up. Then he went to the princess’ room and said to himself: “Hans, the Lion.” At that very moment he became seven times stronger than the strongest lion. He entered the room and with one blow he cut off all three heads of the dragon. When he did so, the whole castle started to groan and crack. The hill started shrinking until it disappeared completely. 
Hans and the king’s daughter went back to her father’s city. When they entered the city, everybody celebrated the liberation of the princess. The beautiful girl married her rescuer and they lived happily ever after.
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