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Activity Number: Culture_AT_Lesezentrum_2
Title: EXPLORING FOREIGN COINS 
Designed by: Lesezentrum

Area(s): (i) Cultural Contexts/ (ii) Encounters with Difference/ (iii) Language 

Objectives: 
3. Find out more about the history and traditions of the cultures that produced the stories. 

4. Explore the connections between actual people and places and those depicted in the story; extend this knowledge through research.

Appropriate EUMOF stories: all stories in which gold or money (or being poor but honest) is important, e.g. Pilfering, A Treasure in the Fireplace, Roman Ghosts, The Little Golden Moon, The Picky Princess, The Prince of Venice, Wars and Sawa, Legend of the Golden Duck, The Peter and Pete, The Frog Finacée, The Golden Shoes, Leiligoustra, The Poor Peasant and St. Peter, The three Brothers.
Materials needed:

Coins (or specimens of banknotes) from many different countries, if possible in heterogeneous classes from the original countries of the pupils  
Paper
Age level(s): 8 - 12
Step-by-step description of activity:

1. One or two of the stories are read or told to the children (or two different stories to two groups).

2. The teacher asks the children if they possess gold (jewels) or other pieces of wealth. (Is there anything wealthy you possess?)

3. The children should tell what being rich means for them. Sooner or later they will speak about money.

4. The teacher asks the children to bring coins from other countries (either countries where they have spent their holidays or countries they come from) to the next lesson/day. They should try to find out more about the name of the currency, its value (if they do not use the Euro - “What can you buy for 10 Polish zlotys, Hungarian forints, Croat kunas, …?” ”How much is a bus ride, hamburger, a bar of chocolate in zlotys, forints, kunas?”) and the pictures on the coins (coats of arms, kings/queens, animals, ….).

5. The following day/lesson: In small groups the children show their coins to each others.

6. On a piece of paper the children note the “coin stories” they like best, they can also do copies of the coins by cross-hatching the coins (with a pencil). 

Notes to the teacher:

Best to be done after holidays (in autumn, after Christmas …)

Suggestions for follow-up activities:
Placing the cross-hatched coins on a map. 

Designing the “ideal” coin by drawing it.

Going to a coin exhibition. 
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