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Activity Number: Culture_CY_UNIC_2
Title: Writing a letter to the hero
Designed by: University of Nicosia
Area(s): Culture
Objectives: 
1. Form communities within which they interact freely, sharing their cultures and their knowledge of other cultures with each other.

2. Discover connections between texts and their cultural contexts (e.g. art, music, architecture, school, family, professions, customs, etc.).

3. Find out more about the history and traditions of the cultures that produced the stories. 

Appropriate EUMOF stories: 
All EUMOF stories.

Materials needed:
 Sample letters and the character’s reply (authored by the teacher).
Age level(s): 
9-12
Step-by-step description of activity:

1. The teacher narrates a story in which cultural elements from the story’s culture are highlighted.
2. S/he asks children to identify these cultural elements.

3. After the discussion, the teacher introduces a written activity, during which each student will write a letter to a character from the story, providing information about her/his culture and asking the character questions about her/his culture (location, places, buildings, food, songs, customs, etc.)

4. The next day, the teacher brings the character’s reply (a letter authored by the teacher) and reads it to the class.

5. S/he then explains that the character lived in that culture in the old times and asks students to do some research about the modern culture of that country.

Suggestions for follow-up activities:
It would be quite useful if similar activities followed with other stories, which engaged students creatively in comparisons with heroes and culture in other EUMOF stories. 
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