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Activity Number:  Culture_GR_UTH_2

Title:  Religions in the world
Designed by: University of Thessaly
Area(s): (i) Cultural Contexts/ (ii) Encounters with Difference/ (iii) Language 

Objectives: 
1. Form communities within which they interact freely, sharing their cultures and their knowledge of other cultures with each other.

2. Discover connections between texts and their cultural contexts (e.g. art, music, architecture, school, family, professions, customs, etc.).

3. Find out more about the history and traditions of the cultures that produced the stories. 

4. Explore the connections between actual people and places and those depicted in the story; extend this knowledge through research.

5. Engage in self-reflection regarding their cultural identities and discover how they are different or similar to each other.

Appropriate EUMOF stories:  The Golden Shoes
Materials needed:  None
Age level(s): 11-12
Step-by-step description of activity:
1. After the narration of the story, the teacher asks the students to spot the elements concerning religion.

2. The class discusses which religion the elements they found refer to.

3. Then, the students brainstorm the religions they know and the results are written on the board.

4. A whole class discussion is conducted about the basic facts the students know about the religions mentioned. The students who come from families that have as their religion another than the master one, could function as catalysts in the above discussion.

5. The students form groups. Each group chooses a religion from the list that was formed by the brainstorming and undertakes the obligation to search for its basic characteristics and present them in class, some other day. The presentation could be made using audio-visual means (pictures, films, documentaries about rituals, hymns, chants, etc) concerning the religion investigated by the students.

6. After all the groups have presented the religions in class, the students find any similarities or differences among them, based on their notes.

7. The class talks about the similarities and differences that exist in religions.

8. The students and their teacher/families could visit different religions’ places of worship that exist in their area.

9. The teacher and the students could invite in class persons that belong in different religion groups to talk about their religion. The visitors could also come from the students’ family or social background.

10. The students, based on the knowledge and the material they have gathered, can make “the class book of religions” where all students’ religions will be presented, or the “big book of religions” where they will present briefly all the religions they investigated. 

11. The fairy tale “the golden shoes” gave the opportunity to design the above project, so it could be completed with the use of the same fairy tale. So, the teacher re-reads it to the children.

12. The children form groups and each one has the obligation to write a version of the fairy tale as it would be narrated in a Muslim or Buddhism country.

13. The versions written by the groups are read and commented by the whole class.

Notes to the teacher:

During the brainstorming about the religions, the teacher could complete the religions list, after the students have written all the religions they know. During the discussion about religions, the teacher should encourage students who belong to a different religion to talk about their personal, social and family experiences concerning their faith. Students who state that they are “atheists” or “agnostics” etc. could take part in the conversation and talk about their own questionings on religious matters. 

The teacher could also find informative material about different religions and present it in class in cooperation with the students’ groups.

Suggestions for follow-up activities:
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