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Activity Number: Difference_CY_UNIC_1
Title: The conscience corridor
Designed by: University of Nicosia
Area(s): (i) Cultural Contexts/ (ii) Encounters with Difference/ (iii) Language 

Objectives: 
10. Identify and critique attitudes towards “difference” within a story and within real-life contexts.
13. Identify historical change in the views about or attitudes towards “other” people(s).

Appropriate EUMOF stories: All EUMOF stories
Materials needed:

None
Age level(s): 9-12
Step-by-step description of activity:

1. Teacher narrates the story up to a point where the hero meets a “different” person or creature for the first time.
2. Teacher assigns to one student the role of the protagonist and to 10-20 others the role of the hero’s conscience.
3. The children animate the hero’s conscience by standing in two lines, one line facing the other. One line represents the part of the hero which has “bad” feelings and the other line   the part that has “good” feelings towards “others.” 
4. The hero walks along the corridor which is formed between the two lines. S/he stops and touches one child at a time.

6. The child that gets touched advises her/him about how to respond to the “different” person or creature s/he has just met.
7. After the hero walks through the entire corridor, s/he announces her/his decision. 

8. A brief whole-class discussion follows, examining why the hero decided to respond the way s/he did and predicting if the hero in the actual story will do the same.

9. Teacher continues and concludes the narration of the story.

10. A whole-class discussion follows, comparing the actual decision of the hero to their predictions. 

Notes to the teacher:
During whole-class discussions, possible differences between historical and contemporary attitudes towards various categories of “different” people could be explored (Objective 13).
Suggestions for follow-up activities:
It would be quite useful if an activity followed, which engaged students creatively in comparisons between heroes’ attitudes towards difference in several EUMOF stories. 
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