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Activity Number:  Difference_GR_UTH_1
Title:  The opposite story
Designed by: University of Thessaly
Area(s): (i) Cultural Contexts/ (ii) Encounters with Difference/ (iii) Language 

Objectives: 
10. Identify and critique attitudes towards “difference” within a story and within real-life contexts.

11. Take action as promoters of civic equity and intercultural understanding.

Appropriate EUMOF stories:  The black man
Materials needed:  None
Age level(s): 9-12
Step-by-step description of activity:
1. As soon as the story has been narrated, the teacher asks the students to narrate the opposite story, that is, a story in which all the heroes (king, queen, princess) are black and Blackman is a white man.

2. A student plays the role of Blackman (the hero of the original story) and the other students become journalists who ask him a number of questions (how he felt when the King ordered to kill him, when he was saved, when he married the princess, etc.). This step can be repeated having other students to play the part of “Blackman”, as well.

3. A student acts the part of the “Whiteman” (the hero of the opposite story) and the students repeat the same as in step 2. This step can also be repeated having other students to play the part of “Whiteman”.

4. There is a whole-class discussion about one’s  feelings when he is different from the master group.

Notes to the teacher:

The narration of the opposite story can take the form of a chain: A student starts, then another continues and so on.. During the group discussion, the teacher encourages the students to exchange experiences concerning facts of their own diversity.

Suggestions for follow-up activities:
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