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ARAPIS

(THE BLACK MAN)
Greece

Once upon a time there was a King with many riches and many servants. Amongst his servants there was also a young black man. When the Queen gave birth to a little princess, she invited the fairies of fate. The Fates stayed at the palace for three days and three nights. The first fairy gave the girl beauty, the second intelligence, and the third fairy said: “When the girl grows up, she is to marry this black man.” This disturbed the people of the palace and the King himself. The thought of his precious only daughter marrying the black man troubled his mind. 
Years passed by and the King took great care of his daughter. The more the little princess grew up the more beautiful she became. And the more beautiful the little princess became the more worried was the King. He was thinking of ways to get rid of the black man. So one day he called people of his trust and told them: 
- Take the black man far away, to a deserted island. When nobody is looking, kill him and bring me his eyes as a proof.  
During the night, they took the black man and left. They went to the deserted island and while they were getting ready to take his life, they decided to disobey the King:
- Let us spare him his life. Spare us from guilt.
They set the black man free on the island and returned to the palace. There, they gave the King the eyes of a dead dog as proof. So, the King was appeased and the whole world was convinced that the Fates had lied. 
But let us go to the deserted island. There, the black man built a boat and headed to the open sea. Forty days and nights later, his boat reached a faraway land. There, the black man met a good lord and worked for him. The lord took to him, taught him how to read and write and the black man became wise. However, every time the man saw his black color he got upset.

One day, while he was sitting by the sea, a woman came out of the waves. She was a fairy. As soon as the black man saw her, he was scared and got ready to flee.
- Don’t go, said the fairy. Wear this belt and dive three times into the sea. Then collect these seashells and stones. They will turn into gold. With gold one can achieve anything one wishes for. 
The black man wore the belt and dived into the sea again and again and again, like the fairy had told him to. At once, the black color washed off and he became white, crystal white. Only a band of skin around his waist had remained black. The belt he was wearing hadn’t allowed the water to wash off the black color. He then collected the seashells and stones and they turned into gold.

Now a rich man, he left the work of the lord and started travelling round the world. When he got fed up of travelling, he thought of going back to his country. When the King saw the black man he didn’t recognize him, being all white now. On the contrary, bedazzled by his riches, he suggested making him his son in law. The black man was happy to accept. So the wedding took place with great feasting, singing, and dancing. Still, the black man did not wish to trick the King. He went to him and disclosed his secret. The King didn’t believe him, so the man showed him the black band of skin around his waist. The King hugged him and said in deep emotion:

“Never write off what the Fates write,” and from there on, these words became a proverb.
Source: Maroula Kliafa, “Tales of Thessaly”(1977), Kedros, Athens, p. 136. 
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