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THE POOR PEASANT AND ST. PETER
Greece
Once upon a time there was a very poor peasant who didn’t have any luck. One day he told his wife: 
- I have decided to leave this place and try my luck in foreign lands. I will make money and then come back so we can live the rest of our lives well. 
He took a bag, put in some bread, olives, and water and off he went. 
After walking for a long way the peasant reached a crossroad. A man was sitting there.  He was sent by God, but the peasant did not know it. He greeted the man and told him how he had decided to go on a journey and look for a better luck. They walked together for one day and one night but they had forgotten to introduce themselves to each other. The peasant’s name was John and the other one was Peter. John got hungry, but he wouldn’t stop to eat because he didn’t want to share his food. Peter asked John to stop and eat but John ignored him. The second time that Peter asked him, John stopped. They sat under a tree and John took out the bread and the olives to eat. After eating the bread but not touching the olives, they started on their journey once more. 
They walked for another day and night, until they got tired and sat under an olive tree to rest. John started to take the food out of his bag, but Peter didn’t let him. He asked him to go to a nearby farm and tell the shepherd that it was Peter’s request to provide him with a lamb. John did as he was told and the shepherd gave him a well fed lamb. Peter slaughtered the lamb and told John:
- You light the fire and I will go and get some more wood.
John lighted the fire, baked the lamb’s livers, and ate them. 
When Peter came back with the extra wood, they baked the whole lamb and ate it. Peter asked John where the livers were. He said that the lamb didn’t have any livers. Peter knew what had happened but didn’t say a thing. After a while they continued their journey. 

On their way, they heard a King’s messenger announcing that the Princess was very sick and the King would make very rich whomever healed her. Peter told John they should go to the palace and try to heal the princes, but John said he didn’t want to. Eventually John was convinced. So, off they went to the palace. When they finally met the King, they bowed and Peter said:
- My King, we can heal your daughter, but you have to do as we tell you.
The King agreed and so Peter asked for a house with an oven. He asked the King to give them wood, food, and water for 40 days. 
When everything was ready, Peter, John and the Princess were locked in the house. Peter put the Princess in the oven and burned her. 39 days later Peter took the ash of the burned Princess and molded her again. On the 40th day, Peter blew three times at the molded Princess and she came alive. Later that day the King went to the house and knocked on the door three times. When he was let in by Peter he found his daughter well and alive. 

The King was happy. He ordered a big feast that lasted for days. When it was time for John and Peter to leave, the King told them to go to his Treasury and take as much gold as they wanted. John filled up his pockets and his bag and he told Peter to take as much gold as he could. Peter took only three gold coins. Then they said goodbye to the King and left. 
When they reached the tree where they had sat and eaten the lamb, Peter asked John to split the money. John refused to do this at first, but at last he gave in and agreed. Peter started splitting the money, but he was splitting them into three. This puzzled John. He asked Peter why he was doing this. Peter told him that the three parts were one for him, one for John, and one for the unknown man who had eaten the livers of the lamb. It was then that John confessed and, being very sorry, told Peter that he was the one who had eaten the livers.   Peter gave him all the money and wished him to live happily ever after. 
John went back to his house and was living a comfortable life with his family. But he was always boasting about saving the Princess. This became known to the whole world by word of mouth. After a year or so, soldiers from a far away country where the princess was also very sick came to his house to take him. John didn’t really want to go but he had to. When they reached the kingdom, he did the same things that Peter had done but he wasn’t successful. When the King knocked on the door, John blew three times but the Princess stayed as she was: She was turned into ash! The King started crying and bemoaning.
- Oh Peter… where are you? John shouted.
Then, all of a sudden Peter appeared in front of him. He blew three times and the Princess became alive. This made the King very happy and before John left to return to his country, the King gave him a lot of gold. It was then that Peter told him in a strict voice:

- Next time do not sprout where you have not been planted and do not interfere in other people’s work. 
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