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Activity Number: Language_AT_Lesezentrum_1

Title: EXPLORING NUMBERS (NUMERALS) IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES
Designed by: Lesezentrum 

Area(s): (i) Cultural Contexts/ (ii) Encounters with Difference/ (iii) Language 
Objectives: 
16.
Identify and read commonly used words, phrases, and structures in stories written in another European language.

17.
Appreciate Europe’s linguistic diversity as linguistic richness.

19.
Identify some of the European languages when they see them in written form.

Appropriate EUMOF stories: all stories dealing with THREE sisters/brothers/animals/… (e.g. Pilfering, Peter and Pete, The Lion, the stork and the ant)
Materials needed:

Sheets of paper with a grid: 
horizontally: names of languages (open list), vertically: 1, 2, 3, … 10

Poster
Age level(s): 10-12
Step-by-step description of activity:

1. One of the above mentioned stories is read or told to the children.

2. Question: Do you know other stories or folk tales in which the number THREE is important?

3. Children narrate their stories.  

4. Question: Can you tell the number THREE (and/or other numbers) in other languages?

5. Children try to fill in the grid on their paper.

6. Children (in groups of two or three) are sent out to ask their parents, neighbours, friends, … to help them fill in the grid. They should try to get into contact with people from different linguistic background.

7. The findings are copied to the poster.

8. Possibly a little prize for those children who could find out numbers in most languages

Notes to the teacher:

Be aware that some languages are not codified; there is no single solution e.g. for Kurdic or Romany. There might also be different forms of transcription (e.g. in the case of languages written in other writing systems like Arabic, Chinese).

Numbers in more than 5000 languages or language varieties are listed in a specialized website: http://www.zompist.com/numbers.shtml.

Lists of basic vocabulary for many languages can be found in the Logos Children's Dictionary (http://www.logosdictionary.org) and in the so called Swadesh lists (http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Category:Swadesh_lists or http://rosettaproject.org/) 
Suggestions for follow-up activities:
You can also ask children to find words of another semantic fields like food, parts of the human body, animals, …
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