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Activity Number: Language_AT_Lesezentrum_3
Title: PLACE NAMES
Designed by: Lesezentrum 

Area(s): (i) Cultural Contexts/ (ii) Encounters with Difference/ (iii) Language 
Objectives: 
16.
Identify and read commonly used words, phrases, and structures in stories written in another European language.

17.
Appreciate Europe’s linguistic diversity as linguistic richness.

19.
Identify some of the European languages when they see them in written form.

Appropriate EUMOF stories: Wars and Sawa (PL)
Materials needed:

Maps of Europe and the pupils’ region

2 posters
Age level(s): 10-12 (especially in linguistically heterogeneous classes)
Step-by-step description of activity:

1. “Wars and Sawa “ is read or told to the children.

2. Question: Can you explain the place name of your town or village?

3. If yes, children report to the class. Otherwise the teacher should prepare a few examples

4. Children are divided into two groups.

Group A tries to discover similarities in the naming of towns/villages of the respective own region, like (in German/English/Italian/Slavic languages) elements like Burg/castle, chester/castello/grad, Stadt/town/villa/mesto, miasto , Dorf/borgo/ves, … 

Group B tries to identify similar place names all over Europe. Possibly they need a bit of help in order to know that e.g. Neumarkt in Austria corresponds to Nowy Targ.

5. The findings are copied to the posters.

6. Possibly a little prize for those children who could find out most place names.

Notes to the teacher:

This activity can also be limited to those areas of which the language is known at least by a few children in group B (foreign language like English or French, first language of migrant children). 

More about place names: http://www.worldlingo.com/ma/enwiki/de/Names_of_European_cities_in_different_languages 
Suggestions for follow-up activities:
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