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Activity Number:  Language_GR_UTH_2

Title:  The “Drakish” Language
Designed by: University of Thessaly
Area(s): (i) Cultural Contexts/ (ii) Encounters with Difference/ (iii) Language 

Objectives: 
15. Demonstrate positive stances towards learning foreign languages.

Appropriate EUMOF stories:  The little Goldenmoon
Materials needed:  None
Age level(s): 9-12
Step-by-step description of activity:
1. After the narration of the story, the students form groups the aim of which is to create the “drakish” language, that is, the language spoken by the dragons in the fairy tale.

2. The members of each group decide on some common characteristics of the “drakish” and based on them, they make some words or phrases (eg. “good morning”, “how are you”, “we are dragons”, “who are you”, etc.). The “drakish” vocabulary could contain original words found in different languages, words created by the students combining words from different languages or words absolutely imaginary that children usually make several sounds and moves, etc.).

3. Each group presents a short dialogue in “drakish” to the other groups. The groups who watch try to understand the dialogue’s content.

4. A whole class discussion follows during which the students talk about differences and similarities in the “drakish” language the groups created. They discuss if the “drakish”of one group reminded them and in which points of an existing language. Also, whose “drakish” seemed easier or more difficult than the one of the rest groups, etc. 

5. After the discussion has finished, the students can role play the fairy tale, having the heroes/dragons speak some version of the “drakish” language that the groups created.

Notes to the teacher:
On the occasion of the creation of the “drakish” language, the teacher could talk to the students about the variety of languages that exist on earth, the minorities’ languages, and the languages that are being disappeared. Moreover, they could talk about subjects like the equality of all languages, all people/children’s right to learn and speak their native language freely, etc.

Suggestions for follow-up activities:
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